
 

A Joint Project of the Fiscal Policy Institute and Good Jobs First 

 

GJNY Good Jobs New York 
 
 
 
 
 

Development Subsidies  
in New York City: 

 

A Research Manual for Activists 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Jobs New York 
275 Seventh Avenue, 6th floor 

New York, NY 10001 
Phone: 212.414.9394 
Fax: 212.414.9002 

www.goodjobsny.org gjny@ctj.org 



i 

 

Development Subsidies in New York City: 
A Research Manual for Activists 

 
 

Good Jobs New York 
A joint project of the Fiscal Policy Institute and Good Jobs First 

 
September 2001 

 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 

Acknowledgements and Contact Information……………..…………..……i 
 
I. Introduction to Development Subsidies………………………………... ..1 
 
II. How to Use this Research Manual ………………………………….… ..4 
 
III. List of New York Subsidy Programs……………………….…………. ..8 
 
IV. Profiles of New York City Subsidy Programs ……………………….. 10 
 
Appendices 
 

A. Commonly Used Economic Development Terms ……………. .36 
 

B. Sample FOIL Request…………………………………………… .41 
 

C. The New York City Industrial Development Agency (IDA).….. .42 



i 

Acknowledgements 
 
Research for this guide was provided by Ritu Wackett and Chris Seymour under 
the direction of Alice Meaker. Additional research was provided by Stephanie 
Greenwood. Final production was overseen by project director, Bettina Damiani. 
The expertise and guidance of Greg LeRoy, Director of Good Jobs First and 
James Parrott, Deputy Director and Frank Mauro Executive Director of the Fiscal 
Policy Institute made this manual possible. 
 
We wish to also acknowledge the support of Good Jobs New York’s funders: the 
Rockefeller Family Fund, the New York Foundation, The New York Community 
Trust, and The Rockefeller Foundation. 
 
Reproduction of this manual is encouraged! You can also download this 
information from our website at www.goodjobsny.org 
 
 

Stay in Touch 
 
With a new Mayoral administration on the horizon that will inherently mean 
changes in personnel and programs, we will issue a second edition of this 
manual.  Your feedback regarding success or struggles in obtaining information 
about public money spent in the name of economic development is important!  
We’re also interested in your thoughts about how to make this research manual 
more useful. Is there anything you learned in the course of your research that 
would be helpful to others investigating job subsidies? Have you identified 
sources of information – people, departments or websites for example – that 
should be included here? Contact Good Jobs New York about this research 
manual at gjny@ctj.org, or call 212.414-9394. Similarly, contact Good Jobs First 
at 202.737-4315 if you have suggestions on No More Secret Candy Store.  
 
 
 
 


